“Marriage, Divorce and the Sovereignty of God”

              An Introduction to Mark 10

                          Part 1 & 2
I.  Marriage Is Defined By God.

     A.  The participants in marriage - Mt. 19:3-6a

           1)  Male and female.  2)  One Flesh.  3)  Married by God alone.

     B.  The witness in the marriage - God - Mal. 2:14

     C.  The ultimate fulfillment of marriage: Christ & His church - Eph. 5:22-32

II. Marriage is Ratified (Committed) By God.

      A.  Adam & Eve - Gen. 2:21-25

      B.  Isaac & Rebekah - Gen. 24:22-67

      C.  Ruth & Boaz - Ruth 4:9-13

      D.  Mary & Joseph - Mt. 1:18-24

III. Divorce is Provided By God.

      A.  God is divorced - Isa. 50:1, Jer. 3:8, Hos. 2:1-2

      B.  God regulates divorce - Dt. 24: 1-4, Ezra 10:1-19, Neh. 13: 23-30, 

                                                     Jer. 8:8-10, II Cor. 6:14-18

      C.  God hates unbiblical divorce - Mal. 2:13-16

      D.  God does not allow the state to control marriage (I Cor. 4:6) or

            divorce (I Tim. 4:1-3)

      E.  New Testament conditions for divorce:

            1)  Unfaithfulness to marriage covenant - Mt. 19:9 (5:32), I Cor. 7:1-5

            2)  Case specific situations involving CHORIZO & no SUNEUDOKEO

                  a)  The case of chorizo:  dividing oneself or setting oneself apart 

                        from a spouse - I Cor. 7:10-11

                  b)  The case of no suneudokeo - I Cor. 7:12-15

IV. Remarriage is Defined By God.

      A.  God is remarried to the church - Rev. 19:7-9, Eph. 5:22-32

      B.  Remarriage allowed and expected in the case of a spouse’s death - 

            I Tim. 5:14, I Cor. 7:8, I Cor. 7:39

            1) Moses remarried - Num. 12:1

            2) Abraham remarried - Gen. 25:1

      C.  Remarriage to avoid fornication - I Cor. 7:1-2

      D.  Remarriage to obey the calling of peace by God - I Cor. 7:15b
